Precise and Secure Time in Education

Enhancing Cybersecurity in Education with SyncServer® Network Time Servers: A Key
Component in Zero Trust Architecture

In today’s digital age, schools and libraries are increasingly dependent on technology to facilitate
learning and provide resources. However, this reliance also brings significant cybersecurity
challenges, particularly in protecting sensitive data and ensuring secure access to digital resources.
Implementing a robust cybersecurity strategy is essential, and SyncServer® S600 and S650 time
servers play a crucial role in this effort, especially within a Zero Trust Architecture framework.

Understanding Time Servers and Their Role in Cybersecurity

The S600/5650 are specialized, Stratum 1 NTP/PTP time servers that provide precise time
synchronization across all network components. Accurate timekeeping is essential for various
security measures, including advanced threat detection, endpoint protection, identity
authentication, and monitoring and response systems. Here’s how the SyncServer® time server can
enhance cybersecurity in the education sector:

1. Advanced/Next-Generation Firewalls

Time servers support the accurate timestamping of network events, which is crucial for advanced
threat detection, intrusion prevention systems (IPS), and comprehensive network visibility. By
providing the time so that all security events are accurately time-stamped, the S600/S650 time servers
enhance the effectiveness of these security measures, making it easier to detect and respond to
threats.

2. Endpoint Protection

In educational environments, protecting end-user devices such as desktops, laptops, and mobile
devices is critical. SyncServer® time servers can provide all endpoint devices with synchronized time,
which is vital for the proper functioning of security protocols like anti-malware, anti-virus, client-
server login, and endpoint detection and response (EDR). This time synchronization helps in
correlating events across different devices, improving the accuracy of threat detection and response.

3. Identity Protection and Authentication

SyncServer® time servers play a crucial role in identity protection and authentication systems by
providing NTP/PTP time stamps in support of time-based tokens and valid certificates. This is essential
for multi-factor authentication (MFA), single sign-on (SSO), and other identity management
solutions. Accurate timekeeping helps to maintain secure access controls and supports consistent
security policy enforcement.
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4. Zero Trust Architecture

Zero Trust Architecture operates on the principle of "never trust, always verify." Network time servers
like the S600/S650 are integral to this approach by providing reliable time synchronization, which is
part of the verification of users and devices. Accurate timekeeping helps in maintaining secure
access controls and supports consistent security policy enforcement.

5. Monitoring, Detection, and Response

SyncServer® time servers enhance monitoring and detection systems by providing precise
timestamps for network events and log files. This is vital for network traffic analysis, security
information and event management (SIEM), and managed detection and response (MDR) services.
Accurate time synchronization helps in correlating logs and events, making it easier to detect and
respond to threats promptly.

Benefits of SyncServer® S600 and $S650 Time Servers in the Education Space

e Improved Security Posture: By providing accurate time synchronization, the S600/5S650
enhance the effectiveness of various security measures, making it easier to detect and
respond to threats.

¢ Regulatory Compliance: Time servers support compliance with regulatory requirements
related to data security and privacy by providing reliable time synchronization, which is often
a requirement for maintaining accurate logs and audit trails.

e Enhanced Network Reliability: Accurate and precise time delivered by the S600/5650
contribute to the overall reliability and stability of the network, preventing synchronization
issues that could lead to network downtime or degraded performance.

e Cost-Effective Security: By enhancing the effectiveness of existing security measures,
SyncServer® time servers provide a cost-effective way to improve the overall security posture
of educational institutions.

Conclusion

As schools and libraries continue to embrace digital transformation, ensuring robust security
measures is paramount. The SyncServer® S600 and S650 time servers play a vital role in supporting
and enhancing various cybersecurity measures, making them a valuable component in a
comprehensive security strategy. By integrating the S600 series time servers into their security
framework, educational institutions can better protect their digital resources and provide a safe and

secure digital environment for students, staff, and patrons.
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